
MASTER BUILDERS

HOUSING AWARDS FOR 
THE BEST BUILDERS
Information packages, including entry forms, were sent to most 
residential builders in the Perth metropolitan area in July for the 2018 
Master Builders Bankwest Housing Excellence Awards. Master Builders 
Director Michael McLean gives us an overview of what these prestigious 
awards are all about.

THE QUESTION

I am putting my current home on the market now that my new home 
is nearing completion. I need to tidy up the backyard, and at the same 
time make some decisions on the new backyard that is much smaller. To 
get the best return on investment on a home, do you recommend having 
brick paving or lawn and garden?

THE ANSWER
We definitely spend a lot of time outdoors, and 
should consider how we set up outdoor spaces 
with as much thought as indoor spaces. It could 
mean a marked difference in the asking price 
for your existing home. As much as all decisions 
for your home are very subjective, and what 
one person likes may not suit another, the rear 
garden is generally a lawn and garden area. If 
you already have a paved patio area, I would 
recommend you stick to a good landscape that 
suits your home. 
Although paving is a single long-term 
investment that requires little maintenance, 
it is not as attractive and welcoming as a 
landscaped yard. To keep maintenance costs 
down, stick to native plants and lawn for 
children and pets to recreate on. You could also 
have areas of paving, stone or mulch that don’t 
require watering.
If you can afford professional landscaping 
services, then I recommend you engage 

someone with good references to assist. They 
are able to look at the orientation of your lot, 
select the best plants to suit the space and plan 
and install a quality irrigation system to ensure 
you protect your investment.
For your new home, depending on your 
budget, I would suggest engaging a landscape 
designer or architect. This is a great long-term 
investment to create a space that you will enjoy 
and appreciate for years to come. The designer 
will consider your home, size and orientation 
of the space and your needs, and you can 
build your outdoor area over time rather than 
putting in a quick fix just to move in and then 
have to rework the space.
The Water Corporation has some great water 
saving tips for gardens on its website. Visit  
www.watercorporation.com.au. 
For more information about building, visit 
the Master Builders A-Z Building Information 
Directory at www.mbawa.com. If you have any 
questions about home building or purchase 
issues, email romina@mbawa.com

ROMINA DE SANTIS, technical adviser at Master 
Builders WA, answers your questions about home building

THE Master Builders Housing Awards 
seem to come around quicker every 
year. 

Maybe that’s because everyone seems 
to be busier and fitting more and more into 
their days than ever before.

From both a builder’s and homebuyer’s 
perspective, the Master Builders Awards 
provide a valuable benchmark on how to 
assess the quality of workmanship across 
different sectors of the housing industry.

Most builders tend to specialise in one or 
two areas for the main part of their business. 
That’s why there are different housing 
categories, such as:
• Contract or individually designed homes 

from under $180,000 to over $3 million.
• Display homes from under $190,000 to 

over $650,000.
• Alterations and additions from under 

$150,000 to over $1 million.
Each of these categories are segmented 

into different price categories so builders are 
competing with their peers on equal terms.

The focus of our team of about 24 judges, 
each being a registered builder, is the quality 
of workmanship. 

That’s what sets our awards apart from 
others; the judges are only assessing the 
traditional skills of a master builder. Street 
appeal, interior decor and design are not 
relevant.

The judging process is meticulous and 
can sometimes involve much discussion to 
come up with a winner because every entry 
is a winner in that builder’s opinion. 

Subjecting your team’s workmanship to 
rigorous and independent scrutiny can be 
courageous and enlightening. 

Homebuyers, of course, are the real 
winners because each year builders put in 
a bigger effort to win the ultimate Master 
Builders Top Home Award in their price 
category.

Specialist trade awards for plastering, 
ceilings, bricklaying, floor and wall tiling, 
cabinetmaking and painting are assessed as 
part of a seven-week judging process which 
commences in October.

Customer service is one of the most 
keenly contested awards, along with 
best new builder (less than five years 
registration), innovative construction on a 
small lot, energy efficiency and best steel 
building.

Entries are open to all builders and close 
on September 1, 2017 with the presentations 
to be made on Saturday February 24, 2018.

Builders can obtain an entry package by 
contacting Monique on 9476 9800 or by 
downloading one from the MBA website 
www.mbawa.com/awards/online-awards-
system-housing.
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