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MASTER BUILDERS

STATE BUDGET WILL 
HELP HOMEBUYERS
Treasurer Ben Wyatt handed down the McGowan Government’s first 
budget on Thursday September 7 in the context of a difficult financial 
environment. Master Builders director Michael McLean reports on what 
impact it is likely to have on homebuyers and the housing industry.

THE QUESTION

We love sitting out the front of our home and enjoying a good book 
or morning coffee, but the last two outdoor couches of ours have been 
stolen by careless thieves. What do you recommend to ensure this doesn’t 
happen and to safely secure our comfortable couches to the ground or 
exterior of the home, without damaging them?

THE ANSWER
It is terrible that you can no longer leave 
things unattended in the front yard. Bikes and 
scooters are understood to be an easy grab and 
run, but verandah or outdoor furniture is not 
considered a risky item to leave unattended, 
however, it is quite common! 
Firstly, take pictures of your outdoor areas 
so you have records for insurance claims 
just in case, but there are some preventative 
measures you can take to reduce the risk of 
theft.
Talk to your neighbours. The more people 
watching and reporting suspicious behaviour, 
the lesser the incidence of theft – there are 
a number of neighbourhood social media 
sites that report on things (good and bad) 
happening in the area.
People think a tall fence or wall at the front 
of their home is the answer to securing their 
home, making it seem inaccessible. It is 
definitely more difficult to access, but once 
the person is behind the wall, they are able 
to take their time to explore unlocked areas 
and plan theft or damage. Opt for visually 
permeable fencing that provides privacy, but 

also maintains surveillance for yourself and 
surrounding homes.
Security lighting is good investment, as it 
shines a spotlight on anything moving in your 
yard. This is a great deterrent along with a 
growling or barking dog! 
If your preference is locking up the furniture, 
I would suggest using steel cable and locks. 
Not as visually obtrusive as using chains and 
should not damage the furniture. Connecting a 
few pieces together will make it more difficult 
to steal. If you have single pieces of furniture, 
you would need to secure the cable to the 
wall or ground. Include a lockable box to store 
cushions if you use the furniture seasonally.
Alternatively, you can secure the furniture to 
metal plates bolted to the floor or wall. I would 
not suggest bolting directly to the furniture as 
it is not made of structural components, it is 
often hollow and would not provide additional 
security, only easier to damage when someone 
tries to move or take it!
For more information about building, visit 
the Master Builders A-Z Building Information 
Directory at www.mbawa.com. If you have any 
questions about home building or purchase 
issues, email romina@mbawa.com

FOR most members of the public, the 
State Budget contains so many different 
schedules and numbers that it is hard to 

comprehend. 
What we focus on is what affects us, 

either as seniors, parents with young 
families, social welfare recipients, single 
parents or high-income earners.

The Treasury believes WA’s economic 
growth bottomed in 2016/17 at 0.25 per 
cent with three per cent growth forecast 
in 2017/18, underpinned by a strong rise 
in exports. The state’s domestic economy, 
however, is expected to contract for a fifth 
consecutive year as a result of business 
investment falling.

Perth median house prices are expected 
to decline for the third consecutive year, 
while employment is expected to increase 
by 20,000 new jobs.

Population growth will be subdued, 
lifting from 0.7 per cent in 2016/17 to 1.8 
per cent in 2020/21 (compared to a 3.1 per 
cent peak in 2012/13). 

The good news for homebuyers is that 
the First Home Owner Grant (FHOG) 
has been retained. First homebuyers who 
purchase a house and land package valued 
up to $750,000 in the metropolitan area are 
eligible for this $10,000 grant.

First homebuyers north of the 26 parallel 
(such as Denham) can purchase new house 
and land packages up to $1 million to be 
eligible to receive the $10,000 grant.

With only 19,000 new dwellings forecast 
to be built in WA this financial year, the 
FHOG will greatly assist builders and 
everyone involved in the housing industry 
as there were over 7000 first homebuyers 
who took advantage of the FHOG in 
2016/17.

Other good news for homebuyers is that 
there are no increases in land tax or stamp 
duty in the budget.

One major negative impact of the budget 

was the decision to increase payroll tax 
from July 1, 2018 for a five-year period for 
large employers. 

From 5.5 per cent to six per cent for 
payrolls over $100 million and up to $1.5 
billion, this will add up to $7.5 million per 
annum onto some employer’s tax bills, 
which will probably result in job losses or 
less apprentices being trained.

From 5.5 per cent to 6.5 per cent for 
payrolls over $1.5 billion, this will add at 
least $15 million per annum to these large 
employers’ tax invoices.

The McGowan Government has allocated 
$1.3 billion over four years to a series 
of Metronet projects. These include the 
Forrestfield-Airport Link, an extension of 
the northern suburbs rail line to Yanchep, 
extending the Thornlie rail line to Cockburn 
and the Morley-Ellenbrook rail line. This is a 
visionary project which will create significant 
residential and mixed use developments 
within the vicinity of these transport hubs. 

A new entity known as Design WA is 
being established to oversee good design 
policies, especially around Metronet stations.

With over 1500 households on a priority 
wait list for state government housing, more 
needs to be done to build affordable housing 
for our needy citizens.

The budget has also identified a number of 
proposed reforms to existing legislation such 
as the Heritage of WA Act, Planning and 
Development Act, Work Health and Safety 
Act, the Local Government Act and Strata 
Title Act. Master Builders looks forward 
to working with the various government 
departments to facilitate better legislative 
outcomes in each of these important areas.

The State Budget may rely on a number 
of assumptions but it does set out a blueprint 
of the McGowan Government’s plans and 
direction for the future. 

We all need to contribute to its success for 
the betterment of our great state.

ROMINA DE SANTIS, technical adviser at Master 
Builders WA, answers your questions about home building
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