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MASTER BUILDERS

BUILDING AROUND YOUR PETS
With the Chinese Year of the Dog commencing on February 16, Master 
Builders director Michael McLean reports on how to make provision for 
your pets when renovating your home.

THE QUESTION
I would like to replace the roof of my home. Currently it is an old tiled 
roof, but I would like a metal deck roof. I have conflicting information 
from the builders that have come to price the building work. One said 
it didn’t need approval, one included an upgrade to the stormwater 
drainage and another said that I needed to put insulation in the ceiling. 
The quote range reflects this. I just want to be sure they are doing the 
right thing, and not charging for things I do not need.

THE ANSWER
It is prudent to check, as there are 

inconsistencies and some grey areas of types of 
building work that requires a Building Permit. 
When you are replacing a roof cover like for 
like, a Building Permit is not required. Any 
repairs or maintenance to an existing roof does 
not trigger the Building Permit.
This includes any roof members that may need 
replacing that are identified when the existing 
roof cover is removed. 
Because you are changing from a tiled roof to 
a metal deck roof, there are a few things that 
need to be considered. Some Local Government 
Areas restrict the use of Zincalume or white 
Colorbond due to perceived reflective qualities. 
You must check if there are any restrictions in 
your area. 
There are also structural requirements that 
must be complied with. It is possible the roof 
frame may not have been tied down. 
This was a practice where when a tiled roof was 
installed, the weight was considered sufficient 
to prevent the uplift that a light metal-clad roof 
would not. The change of material requires the 
installation of tie-down straps. 
These are designed by a structural engineer for 
the wind load and exposure of your home and 

corrosion protection requirements based on its 
environmental exposure.
The builder that advised of the requirement 
of the installation of insulation is also correct. 
Additions and Alterations Protocol for Energy 
Efficiency is in place for existing homes in WA. 
This means when you extend or alter an existing 
home, the building must be assessed against 
the requirements of the protocol to check the 
minimum compliance requirements for energy 
efficiency. 
Ceiling insulation may be required, depending 
on if there is any insulation already installed 
and the year of construction of your home or 
previous additions.
Because you are not changing the area of roof, 
the existing stormwater system should be 
suitable to reconnect to. 
It is an opportunity to check soak wells installed 
or stormwater management system in place as 
part of your renovation project.
For more information about building, visit 
the Master Builders A-Z Building Information 
Directory at www.mbawa.com. If you have any 
questions about home building or purchase 
issues, email romina@mbawa.com

ROMINA DE SANTIS, technical adviser at Master 
Builders WA, answers your questions about home building

FoR those of us who have pets, we 
generally treat them as members of our 
family. Some of us might even sleep 

with our pets whereas others show them the 
door when the lights are turned off.

Pets come in all shapes and sizes, with 
dogs and cats the most popular. 

one of my friends just took on a lamb as 
a pet, which will provide some challenges 
in the future.

There are many risks to pets when 
renovating your home, such as toxic paints 
or chemicals, power cords, tempting 
rubbish piles or open gates. 

You will need to make sure you confine 
your pet to a secure area and make 
allowances for new routines. 

You may even have to consider relocating 
your pet or yourself during the renovations.

With more than 60 per cent of Australians 
owning pets, it also makes sense to design 
your home with our mostly furry friends in 
mind. There is a great resource available 
called Four Legs Four Walls that looks at 
home design for pet owners. It has lots of 
useful advice that is outlined, in part, below.

The quality of space provided to a pet is 
much more important than the quantity. 

However, more space does create more 
choice for your pets when it comes to 
choosing where to spend their time.

It may not always be possible to have 
much area outside with decreasing block 
sizes, so more pets are spending additional 
time indoors.

If possible, pets should have direct 
access to most areas of the home, including 
garages. The garage is also a good place 
for cat or dog litter trays, as these should 
be separate from their food. For some pets, 
confinement within the home or yard may 
be necessary, so the placement of fences 
becomes important.

If it is necessary to confine cats indoors, 

create spaces that provide climbing 
opportunities and extend your cat’s range 
of surveillance. Also, make sure there are 
warm and quiet spots for your cat to lounge 
in.

Design elements should also protect a pet 
from injury and provide adequate shelter 
and ventilation. older and frail animals 
can often be susceptible to falls on slippery 
floors.

Spiral and open tread staircases should 
also be avoided where possible because 
they can cause anxiety for dogs. Also, when 
working on a garden plan, make sure you 
have pet-friendly plants that are non-toxic.

Providing a window for pets to view 
the outside world can provide a source of 
distraction for them while you’re at work or 
away from home. However, for some dogs 
this can cause anxiety, which will often be 
expressed through barking.

It is important to design your home to 
help protect members of the public from 
your pets. Security screens on the front door 
provide a second barrier to help constrain 
your pet. 

In addition, it also increases ventilation 
for your pet if the front door is left open.

In contrast, double-glazing or thickened 
glass helps reduce the effect of noisy dogs 
– a design element your neighbours will be 
grateful for.

Wall and ceiling insulation can have a 
double benefit of cutting your power bills 
and muffling any pet noise.

Consider ventilation of the area they sleep 
in or occupy during the day. If dogs are left 
outdoors, make sure they have some water, 
shade and shelter at all times of the day. If 
you have a cat flap, make sure it is small 
enough not to allow unwanted intruders in.

If you are living in a strata development, 
check the rules regarding pets before you 
purchase.
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