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MASTER BUILDERS

REGIONAL WA NEEDS  
A $5000 BOOST
The First Home Owner Grant (FHOG) has helped thousands of Western 
Australians to build their first home. Master Builders director Michael 
McLean explains why the FHOG should be given a $5000 boost in 
regional areas of the state.

THE QUESTION
My mother and father are in their late 60s and not wanting to move out 
of their home. My father had a fall a few weeks ago, so I would like to see 
what modifications they should consider to make their home more user-
friendly as they age. They have an average-sized single-storey home with 
three steps to the front door, which are my greatest concern. Do you have 
any suggestions?

THE ANSWER
With an aging population, it is surprising we do 
not consider future-proofing our homes to be 
more adaptable for when we age. 
We have clear standards for access for people 
with disabilities to and within commercial 
buildings (e.g. shopping centres, offices, and 
public venues), and these design requirements 
make it easy for the aged and parents to access 
buildings and facilities, but nothing mandatory 
for residential homes.
Steps, small bathrooms, poor circulation and 
showers with hobs are some of the limiting 
features of our homes to being more universally 
accessible. 
A few years ago, the Disability Services 
Commission formed a working group with 
Master Builders and a number of other 
stakeholders to develop the Liveable Homes 
resource. 
Developed for people designing new homes 
or renovating existing homes, the aim of the 
resource is to ensure people of all ages and 
abilities can live in or visit a home with comfort.
There are essential and desirable checklists, 
design templates and great ideas to make a 
home more liveable.
Some of the design or renovation features to 
consider include:
• Flat or level entrance into the home. Outdoor 

steps can be replaced with a ramp or a ramp 
included additional to the stairs.

• Wide doorways and corridors. This design 
consideration also helps with moving 
furniture in and out of rooms more 

comfortably.
• A hobless shower is very popular in modern 

homes and requires discussion with a 
licensed plumber. This removes the need to 
step over and into the shower where slips 
and falls are common.

• Looking at the slip resistance of floor 
coverings and the transition between 
different floor coverings, as these can be trip 
hazards.

• Handrails along all stairways. Any change in 
level is a hazard. Handrails provide additional 
stability for movement and something to 
grab if falling.

• Door handles to be located between 
900mm and 1100mm above the floor and 
using lever handles rather than door knobs 
that are easier to use with arthritis.

• Power points or switches should be easy 
to reach from a sitting position (around 
300mm above the ground for power points 
and around door handle height for switches).

For more inspirational ideas, visit  
www.liveablehomes.net.au.
There are a number of Master Builder members 
that have adopted the Liveable Home principles 
in their designs, and others that provide advice 
and services to make modifications to existing 
homes. Visit www.mbawa.com for more 
information.
For more information about building, visit 
the Master Builders A-Z Building Information 
Directory at www.mbawa.com. If you have any 
questions about home building or purchase 
issues, email romina@mbawa.com

ROMINA DE SANTIS, technical adviser at Master 
Builders WA, answers your questions about home building

NEW homebuyers in WA are fortunate to 
have stamp duty exemptions of house 
and land purchases under $430,000 

as well as on vacant land purchases below 
$300,000.

Western Australians are also fortunate to 
have an organisation like Keystart that can 
provide first homebuyers with low deposit 
loans as well as the prospect of having a 
shared equity in the new dwelling being 
purchased. 

More and more West Aussies are now 
taking advantage of Keystart’s two per 
cent deposit offers compared to 20 per cent 
deposits required by some banks. 

On a median-priced new home of around 
$500,000, the difference between having 
a $10,000 deposit versus saving for a 
$100,000 deposit is enormous. 

Keystart clients also don’t pay lenders 
mortgage insurance.

Only new homebuyers actually building 
a new residential property or purchasing a 
newly built home or apartment, as distinct 
from purchasing an established dwelling, 
are eligible for the $10,000 FHOG which 
is provided by the Office of State Revenue.

Most states and territories have a first 
homeowner grant scheme similar to WA to 
assist first homebuyers fulfil their dream of 
homeownership. 

The quantum, however, varies, with 
Victoria’s FHOG now $20,000 for new 
homes valued up to $750,000 in regional 
Victoria. 

In Queensland, the FHOG is between 
$15,000 and $20,000, while in Tasmania it 
is $20,000.

With over 30 per cent of new homebuyers 
in WA currently accessing the $10,000 
FHOG, it is important Treasurer Ben Wyatt 
retains this financial subsidy in this year’s 
State Budget.

Master Builders has assessed the FHOG 
actually generates more taxes and charges 
to statutory agencies than what it costs tax-
payers.

The Housing Industry Forecasting Group 
is forecasting new home approvals in 
2018/19 will remain steady at 19,500. 

This is about 4000 less than our 10-year 
average, which highlights the depressed 
state of our economy and the under-building 
that is currently taking place.

The statistics involving new home 
approvals in places like Broome, Port 
Hedland, Karratha, Geraldton and 
Esperance show these regional towns are 
struggling more than the Perth metropolitan 
area. 

This is why Master Builders is calling 
on the McGowan Government to support 
a $5000 boost to the FHOG in all regional 
areas for a 12-month period from July 1 this 
year.

We believe this economic stimulus will 
help to boost employment, retain trades in 
regional areas and help more young folk 
in particular to build their own home in 
regional WA. 

With the multiplier effects associated 
with this one-off $5000 boost subsidy, it 
will generate a positive return to our state 
government. It will also assist more country 
folk to access a Keystart loan.

So the message to Treasurer Ben Wyatt is 
please use your State Budget announcement 
on May 10 to help keep the dream of 
homeownership alive for regional WA with 
a $5000 boost to the FHOG.

Prospective first homebuyers can 
find out more about the $10,000 FHOG 
and eligibility criteria by visiting  
www.finance.wa.gov.au.
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