
features 
you’ll love
DOUBLE DELIGHT  
The home’s double-sized 
alfresco sits in an L-shape 
around the main living area, 
providing great interaction 
between indoors and out.  

FEATURE FACADE  
The Nile’s distinctive frontage 
pays homage to its country 
surroundings though its colour 
schemes and materials. 

FLEXIBLE THEATRE   
An inviting escape for a bit of 
downtime, the theatre room 
in The Nile offers flexibility and 
can be adapted to a games 
room if desired. 

MASTER BUILDERS

With winter now with us for the next three months, we can expect much 
colder weather than we have been enjoying so far this year. Master Builders 
director Michael McLean provides a few tips on how to keep your house 
warmer during winter and save on electricity bills at the same time.

THE QUESTION

My son bought a relatively new 
home a few years ago and hasn’t 
done much in maintaining it. 
Now he is facing some pretty large 
bills from contractors for work 
that he has had to have done, 
including replacing the lining 
to the eaves, faded and warped 
cabinets and lots of repainting. 
Perhaps if you could let people 
know what they should be doing 
to maintain their properties it 
could help young people with their 
first homes to avoid big repairs 
later.

THE ANSWER
A stitch in time saves nine. With our time-poor, 
fast-paced, gadget-filled lives, it is literally 
costing us thousands to neglect our biggest 
asset. I agree, a maintenance regime is not as 
expensive as repairs due to neglect.
A few things to think about to reduce costly 
repair bills include:

Termites
These little pests love the neglectful 
homeowner. Regardless of the type of system 
installed in your home (chemical spray or 
physical barrier such as stainless steel mesh), 
you need to have regular inspections to ensure 
there has not been a breach in the barrier 
installed. Check your meterbox to confirm 
the type of management system installed 
in your home. Termite damage is costly and 
inconvenient! Have your home inspected 
annually to check for any activity. Note 
that the builder is only provided protection 
to structural parts of the home with the 
initial system. Non-structural elements like 
cabinets, flooring, and other mouldings are 
not covered.

Gutters
Although you may not have trees around your 
home, it is amazing how much debris ends up 
in your gutters. If this is not cleaned out it can 
block downpipes and cause unsightly damage 
to eave linings and ceilings. If you do have a 
lot of trees in your area, invest in some gutter 
shields that allow water to filter through, but 
reduce the amount of leaves they collect. 
If you are considering installing a patio or 
already have one, check where the storm 
water is going. The existing gutters are 
not designed to take more water from the 
additional roof area. Separate gutters and 

downpipes are recommended for patios.

Windows
Not only do curtains and blinds provide 
privacy and increase the thermal efficiency 
of your home, they protect many home 
finishes, including timber floors, furniture 
and cabinetry, from the damage caused by 
sunlight. Install window coverings as soon as 
possible.

Kitchen and bathrooms
Although laminate products are waterproof, 
leaving water on benches and splashes on 
cabinet doors will cause them to eventually 
swell and lift. Dry surfaces with a soft cloth. 
Taps should not be over-tightened as this will 
cause them to leak. 

Wind and salt
Our love of coastal living brings the burden 
of corrosion. Although homes are built to 
withstand prevailing weather conditions, 
protective coatings and materials need to be 
cleaned of salt to maintain their effectiveness. 
Regular washing down of exposed metal will 
ensure their intended life span.

Smoke alarms
The most important assets of your home 
are the people who sleep inside. Make sure 
you have working smoke alarms installed, 
test monthly and change your battery every 
year. Check out the Department of Fire and 
Emergency website www.dfes.wa.gov.au for 
more safety tips for your home.
For more information about building, visit 
the Master Builders A-Z Building Information 
Directory at www.mbawa.com. If you have any 
questions about home building or purchase 
issues, email romina@mbawa.com

ROMINA DE SANTIS, technical adviser at Master 
Builders WA, answers your questions about home building

ALL new homes are now required to be 
built to a minimum six-star energy rating 
based on a National Heating Energy 

Rating Scheme (NATHERS) or a similar 
‘deemed to satisfy’ rating mechanism. New 
homes are therefore designed with energy-
efficient features literally built into them, 
unlike older-style homes.

So if you’re comparing your electricity or 
gas bills with your neighbour’s and the age of 
your homes vary, don’t be surprised if your 
accounts vary.

With electricity costs going up by Seven 
per cent in the 2018-19 State Budget (18 per 
cent over the last two years) some households 
might struggle to pay their power bills. But 
there are some simple things that you can do 
to reduce heat loss through air leakage from 
the inside of your home, which will help to 
reduce your power bills. For example:
1. Utilise the north winter sun to heat your 

home. Allow the winter sun to penetrate 
deep into your home. This will heat any 
thermal mass you may have in your home, 
such as concrete, brick walls or tiles.

2. Heat always travels to cold places, so 
close the drapes or blinds later in the day 
to trap the warmth in your home.

3. The biggest heat loss areas are your 
windows (glass and frame), so close them 
at night.

4. Close off unused parts of the house such 
as bedrooms, laundry or other areas.

5. Close off vents in your ceiling if you have 
evaporative air-conditioning ducts.

6. Keep your external doors closed to stop 
cold air coming in.

7. Remove shading and structures from 
around your home where possible.

8. Wear warm clothing to keep generated 
body heat close to your skin.

9. Check out carefully what type of 
heater would be the most effective and 
economical for your use. For those with 
a timer it can be a blessing in the morning 
when you wake up to a warm room.

Everyone has different circumstances, and 
a little bit of thought can change the comfort 
of your home to your best advantage.

Cost-effective measures can reduce energy 
consumption for heating and cooling by 50 
per cent across a range of housing types and 
climates. This would also reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions.

The way homeowners live in their homes 
will have the biggest bearing on how energy-
efficient their homes are. The same principle 
applies to how you drive your car in relation 
to fuel economy.

Master Builders welcomes the Australian 
Renewable Energy Agency developing 
a pilot grants program to subsidise the 
construction of zero-energy homes. New 
residential estates, aged care developments 
and residential strata buildings could be 
funded under this innovative pilot.

With electricity costs likely to continue to 
increase, homeowners should also consider 
the pros and cons of installing solar panels to 
reduce power costs in the years ahead.

If you are thinking about building your 
new home and would like to discuss energy-
efficient designs and initiatives, contact Eddie 
Roe at True North Energy on 9581 2086.

LOCATED at the floor plan’s rear, the alfresco 
and living area come together like Tetris blocks, 
creating the ultimate hub containing the kitchen, 

dining and living space and covered outdoor area 
for maximum liveability. 

“The alfresco is The Nile’s most popular feature 
and lends itself well to entertaining all year round,” 
B1 Homes sales manager Colin Giuffre says. 

The home was designed to suit a 15m-wide 
block to accommodate its outdoor entertaining 
inclinations. 

“Being on a larger block meant we could get 
creative with the outdoor area,” Colin says. 

“This is especially shown through features 
such as the servery window from the kitchen and 
breakout area with a fire pit.”

Far from a one-trick pony, The Nile offers plenty 
of room for family members to relax and escape, 
with four generous bedrooms and a welcoming 
theatre room. 

The master suite is a highlight, offering a 
spacious walk-in robe and a generous ensuite with 
his and her vanities. 

“The master suite, with a huge walk-in robe and 
ensuite, is separate to the minor bedrooms and 
main living areas, which is exactly what many 
homebuyers are after,” Colin says. 

Located in The Glades estate, the home’s 
surrounds influenced its appealing colour schemes 
and materials. 

“The rural and country surroundings played 
an influence in the design, which we mixed with 
modern contemporary to suit the target market,” 
Colin says. 

“The front facade, drawn from inspiration of the 
rural surroundings, features warm, earthy tones 
continued through the timber decking and treated 
pine post screens.”

KEEPING WARMER  
IN WINTER

Practicing regular 
maintenance often 

ends up costing 
less than fixing 
issues that can 

arise if you don’t.

DESIGN THAT GOES WITH THE FLOW THE NILE
B1 Homes 

Checklist
PRICE From $185,990
LOCATION 5 Unwin Way, Byford
OPEN Mondays and Wednesdays 2-5pm, 

Saturdays and Sundays 1-5pm
SIZE 264.12sqm
WIDTH 15m
DEPTH 32.3m
GARAGE 32.76sqm
FEATURES Large wraparound alfresco 

connected to living area, clever 
zoning, distinctive frontage. 

PHONE 6500 1039
WEBSITE www.b1homes.com.au
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Boasting a generous open-plan living 
area with a mirroring alfresco space, The 
Nile display by B1 Homes is well suited to 
entertaining inside or out. 
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