
MASTER BUILDERS

THE BEST OF THE MIDWEST ON 
SHOW IN GERALDTON
Incoming Master Builders executive director John Gelavis shares some of 
the highlights from the 2018 Master Builders-Bankwest Building Excellence 
Awards for the Geraldton/Midwest region.

THE QUESTION

Our children are desperate for a pool. Last summer we hardly saw them, 
as a number of their friends have a pool and so they wanted to go there 
rather than be at home. We have a tricky site, so know that it will be an 
expensive installation with very limited access to the rear yard. To get the 
best return on investment, do you have any advice on installing a pool?

THE ANSWER
People definitely grow out of their pools, and 
others grow into them. When you decide to 
sell your home, it will be seen both as a positive 
by some and a negative by others. When done 
well, a pool can add value to your home well 
above the installation costs, just as easily as a 
poorly executed pool can detract from your 
outdoor space. 
Depending on your budget there are a number 
of great options for pools, including the type of 
installation (above and below-ground), type of 
water treatment – salt, mineral or chlorinated 
– and size and shape to suit your space and 
lifestyle; i.e. lap pool, plunge pool, spa pool.
A few design and installation tips to consider 
when planning to install a pool: 
• Location of existing buildings and trees – 

both on your lot and neighbouring lots. This 
is important for installing below-ground 
pools so you are not undermining or required 
to provide additional support or retaining 
structures. It is also important to maximise 
solar access to the pool and minimise leaf 
litter.

• Your pool should be part of your outdoor 
living, and easily accessible. You should 
consider how you will manage trips to the 
toilet from the pool through the house. An 
outdoor shower and toilet is the ultimate in 
managing pool use for extended periods.

• You may want a pool that is safer for small 

children, with a ledge or shallow area, but 
consider they will want to jump and dive in 
and swim as they get older.  

• Supervision is a must with children. It is 
not enough to be able to see the pool area 
from your home. You need to be with 
children at all times. Consider your own 
comfort for supervision with shade areas 
and comfortable seating. The required 
pool safety barrier only slows children from 
gaining access, it does not prevent drowning. 
I have a pool and our rule is regardless of 
your age you must not be in the pool area 
alone. Anything can happen around a pool in 
seconds. 

• You will need a pool blanket, so factor this 
into the cost. There are economical and 
more expensive integrated options available.

Getting the right advice once you have decided 
you want a pool is critical. Your friends with 
pools are a great resource to begin with. Once 
you have narrowed down what you are looking 
for, selecting a pool contractor will be easier. 
All pools and pool safety barriers require a 
building permit. The barrier must be installed in 
accordance with Australian Standard 1926.1 as 
soon as the pool contains more than 300mm 
of water. 
For more information about building, visit 
the Master Builders A-Z Building Information 
Directory at www.mbawa.com. If you have any 
questions about home building or purchase 
issues, email romina@mbawa.com

ROMINA DE SANTIS, technical adviser at Master 
Builders WA, answers your questions about home building

THE Midwest region continues to 
manage the economic downturn, 
however, that did not dampen the 

commitment and enthusiasm of the 
region’s building and construction sector. 
The region has some of the most talented 
local builders who produced some of the 
most amazing projects for their clients 
over the past year with the help of their 
dedicated trade contractors and suppliers. 
Their quality workmanship was showcased 
– and rewarded – at the annual Master 
Builders-Bankwest Building Excellence 
Awards, which were held at the Geraldton 
Grammar School on October 13. 

The restoration of Geraldton’s unique St 
Francis Xavier Cathedral was a standout 
project by Crothers Construction and 
secured the Best Regional Project award. 
Restoration work on the cathedral included 
a search for the grave of Geraldton’s first 
bishop, William Bernard Kelly, who was 
buried under the floor in 1921, although the 
exact location had been long forgotten. 

If you are in Geraldton, it is worth a visit 
to this amazing cathedral.

The major award of Best Country Home 
went to WA Country Builders for an 
elegant two-storey residence overlooking 
the ocean on Forrest Street, Geraldton, 
as well as winning the Contract Home 
$650,000-$750,000 category and also Best 
Appointed Kitchen. WA Country Builders 
finished the night well by taking out the 
coveted Bankwest Best Customer Service 
Project/Volume Builder award.  

The night witnessed the birth of an 
emerging talent in James Groom from 
James Groom Building, who picked up an 
amazing eight awards, including Regional 
Tradesperson of the Year.

Master Builders Western Australia 
is committed to recognising the young 
apprentices in our industry. The Kevin 

Giudice Regional Apprentice of the Year 
award is such an award and, this year, 
was presented to an emerging talent in 
Benjamin Murray, who also won Best 
Carpentry Apprentice. 

The Apprentice Encouragement Award 
went to carpenter Nathan Koot, who 
is employed by Skill Hire. The Best 
Indigenous Building and Construction 
Apprentice was awarded to Tristan Little-
Simpson.

The Brian Neil award was developed 
to commemorate life member Brian Neil 
and his extraordinary contribution to the 
establishment of the MBA Geraldton 
branch, and is rewarded for excellence in 
high-quality building. This year’s award 
was won by Steele Campbell Building.

We were also pleased to award Best New 
Builder of the Year to McAullay Builders.

WA Country Builders’ Best Country 
Home will now compete with other 
regional winners from the Kimberley/
Pilbara, South West, Great Southern and 
Goldfields/Esperance regions at the Master 
Builders Bankwest Housing Excellence 
Awards in Perth on February 23, 2019.

Other winning builders for contract 
homes were:
• Contract Homes Under $200,000 - James 

Groom Building - 181 Augustus Street, 
Geraldton.

• $250,000-$300,000 – Mandosio Homes 
– 15 Lagoon Entrance Sunset Beach

• $300,000-$350,000 - McAullay Builders 
– 22 Patten Place White Peak

• $350,000-$400,000 – McAullay Builders 
– 103 Volute Street Sunset Beach

• $400,000-$450,000 – Steele Campbell 
Building - 80 Webber Road Moresby

• $450,000-$550,000 – Steele Campbell 
Building – 40 Mark Street Beresford
For a full list of winners go to  

www.mbawa.com.
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